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Dr. Vivek Shandas is a professor of climate adaptation and director of the Sustaining Urban Places Research Lab 
(SUPR Lab) at Portland State University. Professor Shandas studies the effects of the built environment on 
environmental health and social justice. He has published over 100 scientific studies and five books addressing 
the pressing needs for improving environmental and human health through modifications to the built 

environment and civic policies. He received his Ph.D. in Urban Ecology from 
the University of Washington in Seattle. Prior to his current role, he served as 
a school teacher, environmental policy analyst and curriculum developer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


