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Webinar

countyhealthrankings.org

Taking a local health and equity 
approach to climate change

December 12, 2023

Collaboration

We value Integrity

Excellence

Innovation

Inclusion

Courage
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Join the 
conversation

Build
knowledge

Listen
for multiple 

perspectives

Share
successes and 
lessons learned

Offer
resources
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Guidelines
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Climate and 
weather

Climate effects

Air pollution
Smog, wildfires and ground-level ozone 
affect breathing 

Flooding
Standing water contains insects that 
transmit disease 

Seasonal allergies 
Longer pollen seasons aggravate lungs 
and affect breathing
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Climate 
changes 
health

Children

Older adults

Communities of color

Low-income communities

Who’s most at risk?
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Welcome

Dr. Vivek Shandas
Professor 

Portland State University

What we will cover

How does climate change 
impact our health? 

What is the link between 
climate and health inequities?

How can communities 
make a difference? 
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Webinar

countyhealthrankings.org

Discussion group
Following the webinar 

Share ideas, ask questions 

Zoom

Deepen learning

When:

What:

How:

Why: 
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Source: Yale e360, NOAA

Climate 
Change & 

Human Health

Policymakers often lack 
evidence on urban heat 

and its impacts.

Image source: CDC & ESMAP Cool 
Cities Primer
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Clear evidence: July 1995

Pacific Northwest: 26 Years later 
(June. 2021)
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Air temperatures and inequities
Morning Afternoon Evening

Federal policies and heat

Source: Hoffman, Shandas, Pendelton, 2020
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Redlining and 
landscape 
conditions

● Redlined communities 
had less tress and more 
impervious surfaces.

● Grade A communities 
were the coolest 
communities. 

● Grade D communities 
were the hottest 
communities.

Disproportionate impacts of heat on communities
Confirmed hyperthermia deaths 

between June 24th-July 13th 

19

20



12/12/2023

11

2021 Oregon heatwave death toll

Confirmed hyperthermia deaths between June 24th-July 13th 

Excerpt from 
Portland’s response to 
the western north 
American heatwave: A 
brief report

Burlotos A, Dresser C, Shandas V. Portland’s Response to 
the Western North American Heatwave: A Brief Report. 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness. 
2023;17:e522. 

Link to the article with this table will be included in the 
webinar resource  guide.
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Work with planners and emergency managers 
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The [A,B,C,Ds of] the work ahead

● Acknowledge that we’re addressing 

decades of injustice in landscape 
planning

● Build deeper understanding about the 

pathways that climate-induced events 
impact communities

● Center those facing the ‘first and worst’ 

outcomes

● Decision guidance uses systematic 

assessments and holistic perspectives

CONTACT
Vivek Shandas

vshandas@gmail.com
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What Works 
for Health 

Strategies to help 
communities reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions 
and mitigate the effects of 

climate change, including 
reducing individuals’ 

carbon footprints

Questions?
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Click on 
survey in 
the chat

Upcoming 
webinar:
January 16, 2024

Investigating new 
approaches to racial healing

Kevin Leacock, MPH
Program manager 

Build Health Places Network
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Webinar

countyhealthrankings.org

Discussion group
Following the webinar 

Share ideas, ask questions 

Zoom

Deepen learning

When:

What:

How:

Why: 

Stay 
connected

Facebook.com/CountyHealthRankings

Follow @CHRankings

Sign up for our newsletter
CountyHealthRankings.org/subscribe

Linkedin.com/company/county-
health-rankings-roadmaps
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